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MANGE Horsss. 


Mr. Ralph Bennett’s excellent paper on this sub- 
ject led to an interesting discussion, which we pub- 
lish to-day, and commend to the notice of practi- 
tioners. Several morals can be drawn from it. 
One is that we have still much to learn of the life- 
histories of equine acari; for no one could explain 
the peculiarly refractory nature of mange in some 
individual horses, or its equally peculiar liability to 
recur periodically in some others, though both pheno- 
mena are quite well known. Another is that old 
methods of treatment are still as good as any, pro- 
vided that due attention is paid to the disinfection 
of the surroundings—and the latter point empha- 
sises the indispensability of legislation. 

A third is that the diagnosis of mange, especi- 
ally if treatment has already been adopted, is often 
far from easy ; and this fact has considerable bear- 
ing upon another question which was mentioned 
in the discussion, viz., the advisability of including 
symbiotic mange in the mange orders. Only one 
reason can be advanced for excluding it —that it is 
a less serious disease than either psoroptic or sar- 
coptic mange. Nevertheless, it is much better got 
rid of; and its present exclusion from Mange 
Orders not only keeps it in being, but also opens 
loopholes for disputes as to the exact nature of a 
given case or outbreak. 

To include symbiotic mange would mean more 
work for veterinary inspectors at first: but that 
work would undoubtedly be facilitated, and the 
ultimate result would benefit both horses and 
horse owners. 


A Question oF ADVERTISING. 


We mention, without dwelling upon, the refer- 
ences made at the Central Society’s meeting to the 
too common practice by members of affixing letters 
to their names in addition to those which they are 
legally entitled to use. All such addenda are more 
or less misleading and objectionable; for all are 
calculated to convey the false impression of superior 
professional attainments. But we fancy that, were 
the question placed before the R.C.V.S., the 
Council would merely intimate disapproval of the 
practice, and not be prepared to take steps against 
it. That being so, the matter is better left to the 
good sense of members, and we think that a little 
thought will convince most that the plain letters of 
their diploma are sufficient. 

It is doubtful whether such additional titular 
appendages as those alluded to do much to increase 
a veterinary surgeon’s reputation with the public. 
It is certain that they do nothing to increase it 
amongst his colleagues. 


Proressor Dewar. 


Prof. Dewar, who is retiring from the principal- 
ship of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, leaves 
that institution at a period when most men would 
have desired to retain a leading position in it. 
Through many years it had a struggle for existence, 
and much hard work and no little anxiety must have 
been experienced by the Pilot in steering the ship. 

Now it has entered upon a calmer course— 
financially sound, with a prospect of suitable build- 
ings and material efficiency, and an honourable 
connection with the University of Edinburgh. 
Most men would have been ambitious to have re- 
tained their position in an institution which they 
had assisted through hard and anxious times, when 
it was apparently emerging into a larger and more 
glorious sphere. But Prof. Dewar is a man of 
strong convictions, and not to be enticed by mere 
glamour of high position. If not convinced that 
his work would be appreciated, and that his efforts 
were likely to be successful and beneficial, he would 
without hesitation sacrifice his position and leave 
to others the task of carrying out the work in the 
way they think best. Prof. Dewar is no trimmer, 
he is perhaps sometimes a little too direct and 
forcible, but those who know him best know that 
he is honest and fearless, and incapable of remain- 
ing in a position which he cannot efficiently con- 
trol. He is leaving Dick’s College with the regret 
of all his old pupils, and the presentation of plate 
a few days ago only emphasised this feeling. 

It has been generally accepted that the position 
of Principal should be accompanied by superior 
clinical skill, but in recent years pathology has 
asserted its claims to pre-eminence and the prin- 
cipalships of London, Dublin, and Edinburgh now 
show that the headship of a college may as 
safely be entrusted to men of science as to those 
who possess pre-eminence in clinical work. 

Dewar is essentially a practical man. His asso- 
ciation with a teaching institution took place after 
a term spent in the daily duties of practice. He 
qualified from Dick's College in 1874, and recognis- 
ing his need of more scientific training returned to 
Edinburgh and attended classes in the Medical 
School of the University. He attended Lister’s 
classes and devoted special attention to microscopic 
work. He then entered private practice and soon 
distinguished himself as an expert in operative 
surgery. As an obstetrician he is probably un- 
equalled, and such operations as ovariotomy and 
those on cryptorchids had no safer exponents. No 
operation came amiss to him. His dexterity, ana- 
tomical knowledge, and fearlessness became well 
established, and he was, in 1892, invited to come 
to Dick’s College as Professor of Surgery and 
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obstetrics. On the {death of Prof. Walley he was 
made Principal, and his conduct of the College has 
since been one of uninterrupted success. 

As a teacher Professor Dewar has endeared himself to 
a long list of students by his zeal and common sense. 
No one could describe conditions more lucidly, and no 
Professor could be more willing to demonstrate his 
practical knowledge to enquiring students. His depar- 
ture from College life will be widely regretted, but his 
resumption of private practice will be welcomed by 
clients,.and his services as adviser and consultant will 
be widely sought. 

The sterling qualities of the Professor will perhaps be 
more widely recognised now that he ceases to be con- 
nected with the College, and the Colleze may perhaps 
find that it has lost a man whose services cannot be re- 
placed. 


CYSTIC ADENOMA OF THE LEFT THYROID 
BODY OPERATION—RECOVERY. 


There is always something fascinating about an 
heroic operation, especially when the subject is 
practically given up as useless and quickly on the 
way to death’s door. 

In December of last year I was asked to look at 
a ten-year-old trooper, the property of the Cape 
Mounted Rifles. The history of the case was 
rather vague, as the gelding had been on seVeral 
stations and was sent to headquarters on account 
of a huge swelling extending from four inches 
below the base of the left ear under the throat and 
a short distance up on the right side. The swelling 
was as big as two polo balls. It was hard, seemed 
fibrous in consistency, and on the under surface was 
a large suppurating hole about three inches in 
diameter. The case was thought to be one of 
strangles in the first instance, and it had been blis- 
tered and opened, but no result was obtained in the 
shape of pus. The consequence was that. the 
wound became infected, with the result described 
above. At first I did not know what to make of 
it, for the horse was too old for strangles, and the 
swelling was not in the usual position for a sub- 
parotidean abscess. Botriomycosis was suspected, 
but treatment in the shape of external dressing 
with Tine. iodine and pot. iodide had no effect, the 
tumour becoming larger every day. By the middle 
of January the tumour had increased to such a size, 
the skin had ulcerated all round the hole, that re- 
moval was suggested. Consent was obtained from 
the Officer in charge, who was warned of the 
danger attendant upon operative interference in 
such a vascular region, but the horse was showing 
signs of difficulty in respiration, and it was obvious 
that if the animal’s life was to be prolonged treat- 
ment should be immediate. 

On January 31st the patient was cast on the off- 
side and chloroformed. The site of the operation 
was prepared and an incision was made, starting 
from a point five inches below the base of the left 
ear and continued in an anterior direction to within 
two inches of the posterior angle of the mandible. 
Another incision was made starting from the point 
first named and running posteriorly, including the 
ulcerated skin and cavity. It was impossible to 
make a flap wound on account of the large area of 


ulcerated skin which had to be removed also. By 
careful dissection the tumour was loosened from its 
attachments on the left side, in the course of which 
several large vessels were severed and had’to be 
ligatured. The horse was now turned on to his 
back and the skin incisions continued under his 
throat and met at a point about seven inches below 
the base of the right ear. With more cutting, 
occupying an hour, the whole mass was removed. 
Hemorrhage was profuse and was controlled by 
ligatures and forceps. The following structures 
were exposed: the posterior angle of the left sub- 
maxillary bone, the larynx in its entity, the pharynx, 
the left carotid, and both jugulars. The tremendous 
wound which was left may be imagined. It was 
impossible to draw the wound together, as so much 
skin had been removed, and the gap would have 
easily admitted a man’s head. I had my doubts 
as to whether healing would ever take place. 

The animal was allowed to come out of the 
chloroform having been under its influence two and 
a half hours, during which time it consumed 16} 
ounces. The wound was ordered to be dressed 
twice daily with 2% solution Lysol and then smeared 
over with creosoted vaseline, the latter being used 
to keep off the flies, which were numerous at that 
time. 

The accompanying photographs were taken four 
days after the operation was performed and the 
wound had contracted a great deal. I regret that 
no photograph was taken before the tumour was 
removed. 

On February 2nd symptoms of pneumonia were 
evident. The temperature was 105, pulse 60, res- 
pirations 23 and laboured. I was unable to account 
for it, but under appropriate treatment these symp- 
toms abated and the gelding progressed favourably. 

On Feb. 10th I had to leave the district on duty, 
but during my absence the case was watched by 
my colleague, Mr. R. P. Jones, M.R.c.v.s. 

On my arrival back in Umtata on March 6th I 
immediately visited my case, and to my surprise 
and pleasure found the wound to be only 4 inches 
by 3, and was healing beautifully. The farrier in 
charge informed me that when the horse was eat- 
ing a “ watery fluid” spurted out from a small hole 
in the wound. I ordered some forage to be put 
before the horse, and right enough, a thin stream 
of saliva spurted out when he commenced eating. 

It was evident that whilst operating I had severed 
the left Stenson’s duct. Photograph No. 3 was 
taken at this stage. The wound continued to heal 
and the flow of saliva became less until it dropped 
away very slowly. The injection of Pasta Bismuth 
was tried without success, but the external opening 
of the fistula was so small that it is doubtful if any 
of the injection went in. At the time of writing 
(April 11th) the wound is the size of a sixpence 
and the flow of saliva very small. 

The success of the case was in a large measure 
due to the time and care expended on it by Farrier 
W. Grey, of the C. M. R. Photographs No. 1 and 2 
were taken by Private Armstrong, of the same 
regiment. 

FRANK CHAMBERS, M.R.C.V.S., G.V.S. 


Umtata, South Africa. 
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SARCOMA OF LIVER IN A DOG. 


On Sunday, the 23rd ult., the subject, a ten 
months old fox terrier dog, was brought to our sur- 
gery for treatment. 

History.—Some three weeks previously the dog 
began to lose flesh, and went off his appetite. 
Thirst was marked, the animal constantly drinking 
large quantities of water. Vomition was frequent. 

Symptoms.—I found the dog in an emaciated 
condition. On examination of the conjunctival 
mucous membranes I found them slightly pallid. 
The pulse was a little faster than normal, which I 
considered was due to excitement. The tempera- 
ture was 103 F. On manipulation of the abdomen 
over the region of the stomach great pain was 
evinced, and attempts at vomition were frequent. 

Diagnosis.—Gastritis. I have treated numerous 
cases during the past month displaying similar 
symptoms, and was confident of the diagnosis. The 
dog was retained for the night in our infirmary, 
and was found dead by the kennel man at 6.30 next 
morning. 

Post-mortem.—On the 24th ult. I made a post- 
mortem examination of the carcase. On opening 
into the abdominal cavity I found the liver was 
abnormally large, occupying most of the abdominal 
cavity and displacing the intestines backward 
towards the pelvic cavity. The liver presented the 
appearance of a tumour quite unlike liver tissue. 
Practically the whole of the liver substance was re- 
placed by this new growth. The spleen also 
showed two or three areas of similar appearance. 
The liver turned the scales at llb. 1340z. On 
microscopic examination the new growth was found 
to be a round celled sarcoma. The enclosed photo 
gives some idea of the appearance of the liver when 
removed from the abdominal cavity. The stomach 
showed intense inflammation, verifying the diag- 
nosis. There were several gastric ulcers present, 
one of which had eaten through the walls of the 
stomach, 

My best thanks are due to Prof. Craig, of the 
R.V.C.I., for kindly making the microscopic exam- 
ination, and also to Mr. L. G. Saunders, Bristol, for 
kindly taking the photos. 

CARTER ARMSTRONG, M.R.C.V.S. 
Assistant to G. H. Bisnop, M.R.c.v.s. 
Bristol. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


RECOVERY OF THE DoG UNDER NORMAL CONDITIONS 
FRoM OccuLt EXPERIMENTAL MESENTERIC TUBER- 
CULOSIS. 


P. Chaussé (Ac. des Sciences) believes that the 
following conclusions are justified from experiments 
which he has made :— 

(1) The dog contracts by ingestion, even if weak 
doses are employed, an occult mesenteric tubercu- 
losis which is discoverable by inoculation into the 
guinea-pig about the 150th or 180th day. 


(2) In normal conditions the organism of the 
dog aborbs the tubercle bacilli which have reached 
the mesenteric glands. They are absorbed in the 
glands, and this absorption takes place within a 
period of 180 or at most 200 days. 

(3) This oceult digestive tuberculosis, under 
physiological conditions, does not lead to an ap- 
parently primary thoracic tuberculosis, nor to any 
other specific localization of the same nature. 

Granting that the organic reactions of the dog 
with respect to the tuberculous virus are identical 
with those of man, it appears probable that the 
above conclusions are entirely applicable to the 
human subject.—(La Semaine Vétérinaire.) 


PRESENTATION TO PRINCIPAL DEWAR, 


Principal Dewar, on resigning his post at the College, 
was the recipient of a silver tea and coffee service by 
the pupils, past and present, and the staff. 

Mr. BrirKENSHAW IDLE, one of the students, in mak- 
ing the presentation, said he had to offer a testimonial 
to their Principal to mark the very high esteem in 
which they all held him. He referred to the many 
benefits that the students and the whole veterinary pro- 
fession had derived from the distinguished way in which 
Prin. Dewar had occupied his position. The fact that 
Dick College men who had graduated under Prof. 
Dewar held important positions at home and abroad 
was in itself most eloquent testimony of the capable way 
in which he had discharged the duties of his position. 
His thesis on “The State in regard to Tuberculosis” was 
only one of the many things he had done for the com- 
munity at large, and the estimation could not be over- 
rated of anyone who attempted to prevent and stamp 
out this scourge to all nations. To students, past and 

resent, he had always been a guide, philosopher, and 
riend. (Applause.) 

Prof. BRADLEY, on behalf of the staff, said: No one 
who has not worked side by side with Prof. Dewar can 
adequately estimate the interest he has taken in the 
College during a strenuous twenty years. The College 
has been in all his waking moments. The occasion is 
decidedly one for mixed feelings, but fortunately Prof. 
Dewar has many years of active life in which to further 
the interests of the profession he has so much at heart. 
His Colleagues wish Professor Dewar a long and happy 
life. (Applause). 

Principal Dewar, in replying, said : [tis with the ut- 
most dittidence and many misgivings that I rise to 
attempt to reoly to the many kind words and far too 
flattering expressions used towards myself both by Mr. 
Idle and Dr. Bradley. While thanking them first and 
foremost, I am glad, more gratified than I can find 
words to express, at the cordial manner in which you 
have endorsed those remarks, and the hearty reception 
you have accorded to myself. It is with feelings of the 
greatest satisfaction that I can look back through the 
years—not very few now—during which I have been 
connected with the Dick College, to know, to be con- 
vinced, that there never was any room for the shadow 
of a suspicion of the cordiality of the reception I should 
always get from my own students. 

While thanking the speakers for the far too flattering 
language they have used, and you, gentlemen, for the 
heartiness of my reception, I don’t know how to thank 

ou for the handsome and valuable testimonial you 
fone given me. Although valuable and beautiful in 
themselves and worthy to be prized as useful works of 
art, I have no doubt the will be as much prized in that 
respect by my wife as by myself. But it is not for 
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their intrinsic value that I shall prize them most, but 
for the kindly feelings which have prompted the 
givers, as an outward and tangible sign of their appre- 
ciation of my work in their behalf, in the interests of 
the Dick College, and as a humble member of the veter- 
inary profession. 

We have heard a good deal to-day about the beau- 
tiful prospect opening up for the student in connection 
with the Dick College in the near future, and there 1s 
no doubt but it is a flattering one. It almost makes 
me envious yet when I think of the money that is 
now available for the teaching of veterinary science in 
connection with this College referred to by Councillor 
Rawson ; it reminds me of the long lean years the 
College had when the Town Council would not even 
grant a class medal. But it isa long lane that has no 
turning, and it is never too late to mend. 

Well, I congratulate you all on your prospects, and 
when I retire to my farm to enjoy myself in the 
pleasures of rural pursuits, I shall be an interested 
observer of the fortunes of the Dick College, and will 
rejoice as few will in its prosperity and success. And if 
any of you are ever in the vicinity of Balbegno I hope 
you will contrive to pay us a visit. If Mrs. Dewar has 
nothing else to give you I hope she will always have 
some some tea to run through this beautiful teapot. 
Gentlemen, I thank you. (Applause). 

Loud cheering and the singing of the students “ For 
he’s a jolly good fellow” concluded the proceedings. 


Ropal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
Degree was held at the College, 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C., on Saturday, May 13th. The follow- 
ing is a list of the successful candidates, together 
with the title of their respective Theses :— 

Title of Theses. 

“ Notes on the Organ Incidence 
of Neoplasmata in Domesti- 
cated Animals.” 

“ Anthrax.” 

“Some seldom recorded Parasitic 
Conditions.” 

“ Rinderpest 
especially as met with 
India.” 

“ Immunity.” 

“ Anthrax.” 

“The Control and Management 
of a Municipal Stud.” 

A. WALKER “ Anthrax.” 

The Examiners were Messrs. J. Malcolm, W. 
Hunting, Prof. Macqueen ; Mr. Sidney Villar being 
in the Chair. 


Name. 
D. C. MaTHEson 


W. Jackson Younu 
A. W. 


(Cattle Plague) 
in 


Capt. F. C. O’Rorke 


A.C. Duncan 
W. Hersurn 
T. Eaton Jones 


Frev. Secretary. 


The Liverpo Daily Post and Mereury asks how 
comes it that the Local Government Board and the 


Lancashire County 
adviser, though each has many matters to deal with 
which cannot be efficiently managed without veterinary 
aid. For example, the shippons of rural Lancashire 
cannot be lifted above suspicion until the tuberculous 
cattle have been weeded out, aud the sanitary surround 
ings of the kine and the horses and pigs improved. 


Council) both lack a veterinary | 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

The Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society has 
again done me th: honour to nominate m2 as 
candidate for the forthcoming election of Council, 
and I respectfully solicit your vote and interest. 

There are no new questions of first importance 
before the profession, and I can only repeat that I 
am heartily in accord with the new “ Bill” and 
would also urge the Council not to relax their 
efforts to obtain official recognition for us as 
“ Registered Medical Practitioners.” 

If elected I will devote all the time necessary 
for the duties involved, and will support any 
measure for the welfare of the professiou and par- 
ticularly for the general practitioner.— Yours faith- 
fully, J. CLARKSON. 

Garforth, May 17th. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Gentlemen, 

I have again been honoured by the Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, Eastern Counties, and Liverpool Uni- 
versity Veterinary Medical Societies by being 
nominated as one of their representatives on the 
Council, and I further appeal to the practitioners 
of the Country forsupport. Should it be my good 
fortune to be elected the following are among the 
more important matters which shall receive my 
earnest attention. 

I. The furthering of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Bill now before Parliament. 

Il. The careful guarding of our “ One portal” 
system. 

Ill. The improvement of the relationship be- 
tween the Board of Agriculture and the country 
practitioner. 

IV. The influencing of Corporations and County 
Councils in the necessity of the appointment of 
Veterinary Surgeons as Inspectors of meat and of 
dairy cows and cowsheds, 

1 desire to specially emphasise the necessity of 
keeping a watchful guard upon our admirable and 
much envied “one portal’ system for, to those 
who read between the lines, there is a direct and 
imminent attack about to be made upon it by the 
University of Edinburgh and not for the first time 
(vide recent report on medal distribution at Dick's 
College). 1t will be remembered that only a few 
years ago that University endeavoured to obtain 
powers to, not only grant a veterinary degree but 
also a license to practise in opposition to our sole 
right to grant bash license. 

J am glad that the relationship between the 
Jsoard of Agriculture and the country practitioner 
is becoming more cordial, yet there are a number 
of what we look upon as injustices, which can be 
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removed by judicious and diplomatic action of our 
Council. 

With reference to the necessity of the appoint- 
ment of veterinary surgeons as meat and dairy 
inspectors, I would point out that it is the Universal 
custom on the Continent (in Germany and other 
highly advanced countries) to allow none but 
qualified veterinary surgeons to hold such appoint- 
ments. It is true that a few cities in this country 
do make such appointments, but only a few. I 
might add, that the early realisation of such ap- 

intments would be much advanced were we to 
ame official representation on the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and that such an appointment has 
recently been discussed. 

In conclusion, I should like to state that if elected 
it will always be my endeavour to promote the 
advancement and welfare of the profession.—I 
remain, yours faithfully, 

WaLTER PACKMAN. 


“The Wylde,” Bury, Lanes. 
May 17th. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

I have been asked to allow my name to go for- 
ward for election to a seat on the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and would 
be glad to be favoured by your vote and influence. 

Any and all movements that are for the better- 
ment of the profession will have my support. 

The financial condition of the College, in my 
opinion, demands the serious attention of all the 
members of the profession, and, if elected, I will do 
my utmost to restore the finances to a sound con- 
dition at the minimum expense and inconvenience 
to the individual member, and yet endeavour to 
have the rights and interests of the profession pro- 
tected. 

Unqualified men and all those who encroach on 
the livelihood of our members should be treated 
with the full penalties permitted by our legal 
powers, and where these powers are insufficient 
amendments to our Acts of Parliament must be 
sought. 

Everything that will tend towards the creation 
of appointments with adequate remuneration under 
the Public Health and allied Departments will have 
my constant care. It is my opinion we should 
have representation on the Local Government 
Boards. 

Although not nominated by Lrish representatives, 
yet I will ever feel it my duty to look after all 
matters likely to atfect the practitioners in Lreland, 
and will always do my best on their behalf. 1 am, 
gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

A. WATSON, 
Vety. Officer for Public Health Dept. 

Dublin, May 15. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal ( ollege of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

As a candidate at the forthcoming election for 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons I here beg to briefly submit to you some of 
my views. 

I have been a member of the Finance Committee 
for four years and have carefully constdered the 
present financial position of the College, and I am 
satisfied that, after the greatest economy in every 
direction, the present income is not sufficient to 
properly carry on the work of your Council. I 
therefore support the Bill, which I think is in its 
present form an equitable measure. 

I consider that any radical change either in the 
appointment of examiners or the conducting of 
examinations is at present unnecessary. 

The revision of the Fellowship degree and the 
granting of a special Diploma in Public Health 
work will receive my support when the financial 
position of the College has improved. 

My nomination was adopted by the Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Association, and I trust that my 
record of the four years during which I have had 
the honour to a you on the Council will 
secure me your sup 

I shall be ny - all times to answer any 
questions on professional matters that may be sub- 
mitted to me.—Yours faithfully, 

Samvet 

Leeds. May 11th. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Vetertnary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

The Liverpool University Veterinary Society 
having done me the honour of noniinating me as a 
candidate for the Council of the R.C.V.S. I beg to 
appeal to my brethren of the profession ‘generally 
for their support and vote. 

I shall be glad to see the Amendment Bill be- 
come law and thereby strengthen the College in its 
financial position, so that it may be enabled to be 
more active in working for our welfare. 

l regret that more trust and confidence has not 
been placed in the members by the Council, as | 
consider that when they are anticipating an in- 
creased income of over £3,000 per annum they 
might at least trust the subseribers of it and let 
them know how they intend to spend it. 

Further, when they accept donations with thanks 
they might officially say whether they desired them 
or not. 

As I said in my Education Scheme, | am not in 
favour of a student having to pass the same subject 
in examinations more than once. 

Being a resident practising in Wales over twenty 
years, and Wales having no representative, and also 
of being desirous of doing my duty to the profession, 
lL beg to solicit vour vote and interest.—1 am, 
yours fraternally, 

Wrexham. W. J. 
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CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The ordinary monthly meeting was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, on Thursday, May 4th, Mr. W.S. Mulvey, 
President, in the chair. The following Fellows signed 
the attendance book: Messrs. J. Rowe, Capt. C. H. H. 
Jolliffe, N. Almond, W. D. Halfhead, F. H. Sanderson, 
A. E. Willett, H. D. Jones, R. Bennett, R. J. Foreman, 
R. Bryden, J. W. McIntosh, A. Neish, Wm. Hunting, 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, A. Wilson, G.H. Broad, J. 
Willett, A. L. Butters, T.S. Price, and Hugh A. Mae- 
Cormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitors: Messrs. J. H. Bennett, and J. W. Hopkins. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read aod confirmed. 

Apologies regretting inability to be present were 
announced from Capt. Pallin and Mr. J. T. Angwin. 

Messrs. G. J. Bell and A. L. Butters were elected as 
Delegates to the Royal Sanitary Congress at Belfast, the 
Secretary being instructed to approach Mr. Bell, asking 
him whether he could attend. 


Morsip SPECIMENS. 


- The PresmpEnt exhibited parts of the femurs of a 
horse which was kept in the stable on account of suffer- 
ing from mange. On the man going to dress him one 
morning he found him lying practically on his stifles. 
The animal was destroyed and a post-mortem made, and 
it was found that a portion of the right femur had been 
forced through the obturator foramen and so inside the 
pelvis. The horse was about 14 years old and in very 
poor condition. 


A QUESTION OF ADVERTISING. 


The PREsIDENT called attention to a method of adver- 

tising which he said was becoming more common in all 
parts of the country, namely, the use of the letters 
“F.C.V.S.”. He exhibited a portion of a billhead on 
which was printed: “ Member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeous and Fellow of the Veterinary 
Medical Society.” He had also noticed that in a 
certain appointment made recently the name was fol- 
lowed by “ M.R.C.V.S., F.C.V.S.” That was undoubt- 
edly a form of advertising, and was used not only for 
that purpose but also to delude the public into the idea 
that the letters were a sort of degree. He thought it 
was most common in recently graduated students who 
had obtained a certificate such as was given by some 
of the Schools for having read a paper before the 
Veterinary Society of the School. Such certificates 
could be seen hung up, framed, in various consulting 
rooms. He suggested the Society should take some 
steps to prevent this, and suggested that the Society, on 
a case of one of their Fellows being reported to them as 
advertising inthis way, should ask him to discontinue 
the practice, and if this did not have the desired effect 
his name should be removed from the list of Fellows. 
The Secretary had suggested to him the matter should 
also be reported to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

Mr. ALMOND said it was a misleading and objection- 
able practice and should be stopped, but he thought 
the suggestion of the President was a bit too drastic. 
It would be better to write to members and ask them, 
if they had adopted the practice, to discontinue it, and 
the matter could be dealt with later on if they were not 
amenable to the suggestion. The letters were printed 
on many billheads and labels, and it might mean a 
pecuniary loss to have to withdraw the stationery 
suddenly. 

Mr. Nets also thought the President’s suggestion a 
little drastic, and pointed out that there were other 
ways of advertising, such as the addition by London 
graduates of another letter to their Membership, «<., 


“M.R.C.V.S.L.,” the idea being to mislead the public 
into thinking that the London Degree was better than 
a provincial one. Also many men who had lectured 
to students for a few terms used the word “ Professor,” 
and he thought that was bad taste, and misleading to 
the public. 

Mr. J. Witterr agreed that the matter required 
attention, and thought it would be better to give notice 
of motion and discuss the matter thoroughly at the next 
meeting. 

The — said that was his object in bringing it 
forward. 

Mr. W. Huntine thought the report of the conversa- 
tion that. had taken place would be quite sufficient. He 
did not like the idea of taking any steps, because the 
Society would only be told to mind its own business. 
As Mr. Neish had said, it was a matter of taste more 
than anything else. : 

The matter then dropped. 


“ Mance in Horses.”—By Mr. BENNETT. 
[The paper appeared in our issue of May 13th, p. 761). 
Discussion. 


Mr. W. HunTING congratulated Mr. Bennett on what 
he thought was one of the most practical and sound 
little papers he had ever heard. Anyone who had had 
a great deal to do with mange must have felt at times 
that it was a shocking thing to see a horse and be unable 
to say what he was suffering from. Half the cases 
seen had been treated before the veterinary surgeon 
was called in, and mange, like every other skin disease, 
if half cured was one of the most difficult things to 
diagnose. When nothing was found under the micros- 
cope the diagnosis was quite negative. He had often 
thouzht he had a case of mange that turned out to be a 
case of ringworm. At one time it was a common idea 
that ringworm always had circular patches. but now 
there was a ringworm parasite which left no distinct 
mark on the skin and gave rise to no clinical symptoms 
which were diagnostic. He thought it was almost a 
nity that symbiotic mange was not included in the 

arasitic Mange Order. An inspector could now be put 
off by being told it was symbiotic mange and not in the 
Act, and unless a man was well up in the subject he 
could not always recognise the one from the other. The 
magistrates to-day almost required one to produce the 
acarus on a slide as positive evidence of the disease ; 
and it was not difficult for a man without a conscience 
to produce it! But heshould like to know how it was 
that even a bad case of sarcoptic mange would clear up 
by itself in the summer and break out again the winter, 
and also how it was that nineteen out of twenty horses 
with mange could be cured, and the twentieth respond 
not at all to any treatment. 

Mr. J. WILLETT agreed with Mr. Bennett that diet and 
exercise were of benefit, but under the Act horses were 
not now allowed to be exercised. He had a case at the 
present time on which he had tried practically every 
dressing—MacDougal’s sheep dip, ahs tar dressings— 
and he was now trying, with a fair modicum of success, 
mercurial soft soap. The animal was soaked with 
water and half a pound of the soap was rubbed on with 
a brush and allowed to dry, and this was repeated again 
in about five days. 

Mr. HuntinG said if it were not for the expense he 
thought there was nothing better than the oil of staves- 
acre mixed with some ,ood oil. 

Mr. ALMonD said he had known plenty of cases of 
symbiouic mange where there had been no yrease, and 
he had also met with many cases of grease where there 
had been no mange. Although it was not uncommon to 
find them associated, he did not think they were due to 
the same cause, With regard to burning the rugs, it 
was a very good thing for rug-makers, but he thought if 
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the leather part was removed the rest could be boiled, 
thus killing any parasites that might be in the rug. 
With regard to certain animals being comparatively 
easily cured and others resisting treatment, that was 
analogous to what was found in follicular mange in the 
dog. His treatment with regard to the horse had been 
always first to clip, and then he had generally been 
successful with the old-fashioned remedy of oil of tar, 
turpentine, sulphur, and oil. After clipping, the skin was 
washed and dried and then thoroughly dressed. Three 
days later the skin was cleansed again with soap and 
warm water and the dressing repeated, and in many 
cases he had found two dressings sufficient. In some 
cases where the disease had been fairly extensive he had 
treated it rather successfully with 1 in 500 of perchloride 
of mercury. 
Prof. WooLpRIDGE said he had recently come across 
a report on follicular mange in the horse in one of the 
Continental journals, and it was said to have been 
transmitted directly from a dog which was in the same 
stable and brushed with the same brushes. Wivh re- 
gard to symbiotic mange, it was not uncommonly found 
at the base of the tail. The best results from treatment 
he had had was with the old-fashioned sulphur dress- 
ing—sulphur, carbonate of potash, oil of tar, turpentine, 
and rape oil. He thought Mr. Almond’s equal parts 
made the liniment too strong. The great secret was in 
thorough application. The parts should be thorough] 
soaked and saturated with a solution of common wash- 
ing soda and warm water, and then the animal dried 
and the dressing applied immediately and rubbed in 
thoroughly. The application should be repeated every 
third day, or twice a week, and then the horse washed 
and left clean for one or two days before another appli- 
cation was made. In the case of psoroptic or dermato- 
dectic mange fairly good results could be obtained in 
about a fortnight, and in the case of sarcoptic mange in 
about a month. That was due to the life history of the 
parasite The psoroptic parasite did not burrow, but 
was on the surface and could be reached by the dress- 
ings, but the sarcoptic parasite went deeper and the 
eggs were laid in galleries, and before the larve ap- 
peared on the surface they could not be destroyed. 
metimes treatment was left offand larve that had not 
yet reached the surface escaped, and the disease mani- 
fested itself again. The dressings should be continued 
for at least a month in sarcoptic mange. He was not 
so sanguine as some people appeared to be about dis- 
tinsuishing between one and the other, and certainly 
would not guarantee the disease to be any special form 
of mange unless he had isolated the parasite. He would 
form an opinion, however, from the fact that the 
sarcoptic parasite was not a wandering one and gener- 
ally the lesions were in limited patches here and there ; 
but the psoroptic parasite was a wandering one and pro- 
duced a very much more extensive condition. In the 
absence of finding the parasite he considered the disease 
to be psoroptic when covering a large area of the body, 
and sarcoptic when in patches. If it was limited to the 
extremities, or under the mane, then it was usually 
symbiotic. The mercurial soap treatment was relied 
upon almost entirely by Mr. T. 8. Price, the ex-president 
of the Society. He considered that the taking out of the 
ding of the harness was not an unmixed blessing, 
cause unless one burnt it oneself it was impossible to 
say the same stuffing had not been replaced. Mr. Price 
preferred to have the harness immersed in a fluid solu- 
tion of the soap for a couple of days. One thing about 
that which rather pleased his client was that the har- 
ness came out with the metal replated by the mercury. 
Mr. McInTosH said mange was very prevalent in the 
East End of London. The first element of success in 
dealing with an outbreak was extreme vigilance on the 
part of those who had the immediate supervision of the 
stud. It was a matter of serious importance to large 


horse owners if the disease got anything like a hold. 
When discovered at its very commencement and dealt 
with energetically there was a fair chance of preventing 
its spread, and he had found at this stage corrosive 
sublimate sponged over the parts very effective. In 
animals more extensively affected he used McDougal’s 
sheep dip with excellent results, but a stronger solution 
than was recommended. On the second day he dressed 
the body with colza oil and lime water, and the follow- 
inz day washed them with carbolic soap. The dressing 
was applied again after the lapse of a few days. In the 
majority of cases he found that that acted very well. He 
thought it was somewhat unfortunate that the pro- 
visions of the Act did not allow of exercise. He felt 
sure that exercise and a good sweat occasionally would 
assist materially in the treatment. 

In all cases he insisted upon internal treatment as 
well, and gave sulphur liberally, alternated with 
Fowler’s solution of arsenic. ‘In the way of prevention, 
isolation and disinfection are essential, even those parts 
of the van or waggon with which the animal’s body was 
likely to come in contact should not be forgotten. 

Mr. RowE wanted to know how mange came to be 
called “ Duke.” He noticed that no internal treatment 
was given in the paper, and he was going to suggest 
hepar sulphur or arsenic internally. Children, in his 
early days, who suffered from rash used to be rubbed 
over with a good deal of hepar, or liver of sulphur dress- 
ing until they looked like niggers. He recalled an out- 
break of mange in Canadian horses over twenty years 
ago that ravaged the West End, chiefly amongst horses 
of the best quality. Amongst the remedies the horse 
dealers fell back upon, which was very successful, was 
butcher’s pickling brine liberally used. An ointment of 
subnitrate of mercury was rather expensive, but very 
effective when meow rubbed in. It was well known 
that there were certain portions of King’s Cross, Somers 
Town, and Fitzroy Square which were hotbeds of mange, 
and he believed the term applied there to-day was 
“ Duke.” 

Mr. Burrers said the best treatment he had found 
had been the liniment recommended by Professor 
Wooldridge, sulphur, oil of tar, rape oil, turpentine, and 
subcarbonate of potash. He washed the horse first, and 
then rubbed the liniment in and left it for three days. 
Then the animal was thoroughly washed with soap and 
hot water and left for a couple of days and then the 
liniment was reapplied if necessary. At one time he 
used an ointment composed of equal parts of soft soap 
and mercurial ointment, and found that very useful for 
small itching patches, not necessarily mange. The 
animal might require three or four sulphur dressings 
before it became well, but in the early stages two dress- 
ings were generally sufficient. He thought a decoction 
of stavesacre was about the best remedy for destroying 
lice in horses, cattle, or dogs. 

Mr. MacCorMack said it was always necessary to clip 
and wash the animal before dressing. When dealing 
with a burrowing parasite it was necessary to dress for 
a longer period than when the parasite was on the skin. 
A dressing he had found successful in the country was 
paraffin, such as was used in lamps. For sarcoptic 
mange he used paraffin, ordinary sulphur, and any oil 
except linseed. He dressed the animal for two or three 
days, gave him a bath afterwards, and dressed again. 
When the animal was dressed from head to tail the 
lotion should be diluted with more oil. For internal 
treatment, Fowler’s solution of arsenic, and flowers of 
sulphur on alternate days, combined with a liberal diet, 
were very good ; and in the country, where the Inspec- 
tor was not so particular, the animal should be given a 
good sweat by exercising. 

The Presment said he had found the old sulphide of 
lime, ordinary grey lime, sulphur and water, stewed for 


hours, very successful. It could be decanted off, or the 
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thick sediment used as well. The animal could be 
dressed daily without ill effects. 

Mr. McIntosh said gas-water was another dressing he 
had been recommended to use, and it was very effectual 
in one case. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE mentioned another dressing, the 
product obtained by boiling lime and sulphur. The 
important thing was to have it thoroughly strained, 
otherwise very bad results might follow by patches of 
the skin sloughing off. 

Capt. JoLirre thought it would be no use dressing a 
case without rubbing the animal over from the point of 
the nose to the tip of the tail. 

Mr. BrypeEN asked how Mr. Bennett was able to tell 
that a horse was cured of mange. 

Mr. Rate BENNETT, in reply, agreed with Mr. Hunt- 
ing as to the difficulty about diagnosis when cases had 
been previously treated. He meant to have mentioned 
the fact that ringworm could be easily mistaken for 
mange, as he had noticed that himself. With regard to 
symbiotic mange being included in the Order, it seemed 
to him it opened the door for an immense amount of 
trouble, perhaps ruining the whole idea of the Order 
by people maintaining it was symbiotic mange when it 
was dermatodectic mange. In any case symbiotic 
mange was a contagious disease, and might just as well 
be included and stamped out. It was an excellent thing 
that the magistrates in London were demanding definite 
evidence to be produced in court, and he wished they 
did the same in the country. He was afraid he could 
not throw any light on why some cases of sarcoptic 
mange disappeared in the summer and broke out again 
in the winter ; but he had known cases of dermatodectic 
mange do exactly the same thing for a good many years. 
With regard to exercise, in the country it was general] 

ossible to have the animals at least led round the yard, 
ut that, he supposed, was impossible in London. 

Mr. J. Wituett said they could be exercised in an 
enclosed yard but must not go into the public streets. 

Mr. BENNETT said in the country they could be taken 
round the fields and the Authorities made no trouble 
about it. He thought Mr. Almond’s dressing of turpen- 
tine, oil of tar, and oil was rather strong. He found it 
blistered the skin and made the horse sore. A weaker 
dressing acted quite as well, and had not the disadvan- 
tages a thier the skin tender. He thought a dress- 
ing of 1 in 500 of perchloride of mercury was rather 
dangerous. He saw no objection to boiling the rugs 
except that in a good many cases the rugs had been 
spoilt by the dressings and might just as well be de- 
stroyed. He had not heard of a case of follicular man 
in a horse, but did not see any reason why a horse could 
not contract it ; he believed follicular mange was com- 
municable to man. He thought follicular mange could 
not be very common amongst horses. He had not seen 
symbiotic —/ at the base of the tail, except in those 
cases where it had affected the whole body. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said itchy tails were generally due 
to symbiotic mange. 

r. BENNETT said he thought his dressing was practi- 
cally the same as Prof. Wooldridge’s—sulphur, oil of tar, 
turpentine, and carbonate of soda, and it was advisable 
for use in cases of psoroptic as well as sarcoptic mange. 
He had a case of psoroptic mange on hand now, which 
he had thought twice was completely cured, after dress- 
ings extending over at least a month on each occasion, 
but in the course of a week or two afterwards the disease 
broke out again. He had never seen the parasites so 
abundant as in this case. It was better to give a long 
treatment than to run the risk of recrudescence. He 
haa not tried internal treatment very much, but thought 
it must be beneficial. With regard to pickling brine, he 
had never heard of it being used, and should think it 
was hardly strong enough ; neither did he think the 
infusion of stavesacre strong enough for mange. 


Mr. Butrers said it was only for lice. 

Mr. Bennett thought clipping was absolutely essen- 
tial in all cases, and the animal should be dressed from 
head to foot. As regards lime, he thought there would 
be a risk of blistering. 

The PRESIDENT said he had never seen anything of 
the kind. 

Mr. Bennett did not think local treatment was ad- 
visable in any case at all, even with a very slight affec- 
tion ; the animal should always be dressed from head 
to foot. As to when a horse was cured—he only wished 
that he knew. 

Mr. Huntin asked Mr. Bennett whether he set any 
store on the reaction to scratching. 

Mr. BENNETT did not think it was reliable ; horses 
would often react to scratching when they were not 
suffering from mange. 

Mr. Huntine said they sometimes failed to react 
when they had the mange. 

Mr. Bennett said if scratching was relied upon for 
diagnosis many horses would be condemned for mange 
when they were free from it. 


Mr. Satuspury Price exhibited an improvement on 
the “lazy boy ” of the farrier’s shop. He put it forward 
as a handy thing for holding a horse’s foot when blister- 
ing, yn ny the coronet, or any other operation. He 
went so far as to think it was scarcely possible to cure 
a quittor without the assistance of the instrument. The 
improvement consisted of a detachable leg, whereby the 
apparatus could be taken to pieces and more easily 
carried about. He presented the particular apparatus 
shown, on the suggestion of Prof. Wooldridge, to the 
College at Camden Town. 

Several members expressed their appreciation of the 
value of the instrument. 

Mr. W. Huntinc raised the question of the Society 
supporting an annual dinner of the profession this year. 
The subscriptions sent to the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons apparently had not been sufficient for the 
Council to initiate the dinner, and he thought he him- 
self would try and see whether he could get sufficient 
members to attend a dinner at the Trocadero on the 
evening of the annual meeting. 

Prof. ALMOND said he hoot be glad to lend his sup- 
port ; and Mr. Willett, Mr. Price, Prof. Wooldridge, and 
others were in favour of the dinner being held. 

At the suggestion of the President, the names were 
taken down of those who would attend the dinner, 
and the list included nearly all those present at the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by Mr. W. 
Hunting, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Bennett 
for his very excellent paper, Mr. Hunting saying that 
it set a good example to other people because it was 
short and very practical. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his interesting 
specimen concluded the meeting. 

Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


NORTH WALES VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held at the British Hotel, Bangor, on 
March 7th, at 3 p.m. There were present: Messrs. 
R.S. Rowlands, President; R. Jones, Treasurer; J. 
Mathews, C. W. Cartwright, Owen Thomas, G. Jones 
Roberts, J. R. Rigby, Hugh Williams, W. Hall Savage, 
Frank Booth, Trevor Williams, and L. W. Wynn Lloyd, 
Hon. Sec. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Yorkshire 
Society inviting this Society to join his own and the 
Lancashire and Liverpool Societies in supporting a 
candidate for the Council of the R.C.V.S. 


t 

s| 

h 

ti 

in 


May 20, 1911 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 737 


Mr. Booru pointed out that we were deplorably short 
of funds in view of the entertainment of the National 
in July. He proposed that we decline. This found no 

The TREASURER proposed that we first ascertain the 
amount of subscription expected of us, and after receiv- 
ing a reply, the President and Secretary could decide 
whether or not we could accept the suggestion.—Mr. 
Trevor Williams seconded. Carried. 

The TREASURER proposed, and the Hon. Src. seconded, 
that all members of the profession in Wales be circu- 
larised in view of the approaching visit of the National, 
and invited to subscribe towards the entertainment. 

The rules of amalgamation of Societies were then dis- 
cussed and agreed to. 

Mr. Cartwricut had read an account at the last 
meeting of cases of fractured tibia, inward dislocation 
of the femur in the ox, and atrophy of the gluteal 
muscles after parturition in a mare. 

Mr. Trevor WILLIAMS was invited to open the dis- 
cussion. He did not think it possible to have o green- 
stick fracture of the tibia. The periosteum is so thick 
that a horse can work with ut displacement of the 
bone. He once treated a horse with fracture of the 
tibia. It was placed in slings and one morning the 
limb was like a flail—displacement having taken place. 
It was then destroyed. It was always advisable to 
place the animal in slings, but he did not believe that 
splints and dressings were of any avail. He did not 
think it possible to reduce internal dislocation of the 

emur. 

Mr. BootH mentioned a case of fractured tibia in a 
mare of his own. She sustained the fracture just before 
starting in a race, which she won. She ran in the 
second race, but displacement took place at the second 
jump, and she was slaughtered. 

Mr. SavacE cited a case to which he was called to 
examine a wound on the inside of the tibia. While he 
flexed the limb, displacement occurred. 

Mr. Hues WILLIAMs said he was curious to know the 
cause of the atrophy of the gluteal muscles. He thought 
it impossible to diagnose fracture of the tibia, and advised 
slinging in all cases of suspicion. He had seen several 
cases of inward disclocation of the femur in cattle and 
always advised slaughter. 

Mr. Ricsy agreed that the diagnosis of fractured 
tibia was impossible until a callus had formed. 

Mr. R. Jonzs did not agree with Mr. Trevor Williams 
when he said that a greenstick fracture was impossible. 
If there was much effusion it might be wise to cut down 
on the bone to relieve pressure. He had seen numerous 
cases of atrophy of the gluteal muscles due, no doubt to 
injury to the nerves supplying them. 

“Mr RoseErtTs thought that cases of fractured tibia were 
often ns. One often placed suspicious cases 
in slings, after much trouble in persuading the client, 
only to find, after a varying period, that the case was 
simply one of superficial injury. On the other hand, if 
one took no such precaution displacement was liable to 
take place place. He had never seen a case of atrophy 
of the gluteals in a mare, but had often noticed the con- 
dition in cows. 

Mr. OwEN Tuomas had treated several cases of frac- 
tured tibia in foals. He invariably placed them in 
slings, regardless of age. 

Mr. MATHEWS saw a case down in a cattle truck and 
failed to satisfy himself as to the lesions. The cow was 
a and both femurs were fractured at the 


The PRESIDENT always regarded wounds inside the 
tibia with suspicion. 

Mr. CartwRIGut said he was probably wrong in des- 
cribing the case as a greenstick fracture. He has faith 
in supporting the bone, and had Mr. Trevor Williams 


placed splints on his case he would not have had dis- 
placement. 

The Hon. Sec. thought that certainly all cases of sus- 
picious fracture of the tibia should be placed in slings 
and the bone supported. ‘There was, of course, often 
difficulty in convincing the client of the importance of 
it. Atrophy of the gluteals was obviously due to inter- 
ference with the nerve supply. 

Mr. Trevor WILLIAMs proposed, and Mr. Booth 
seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. Cartwright. 

It was decided to hold the annual meeting at Car- 


narvon. 
L. W. Wynw Lioyp, Hon. Sec. 


PARLIAMENTARY 


In the House of Lords on Thursday, May 4. 
Army Horses. 


Lord WiLLoUGHBY DE BRoKE called attention to the 
deficiency of trained horses for the Cavalry Division, 
and asked the Secretary of State for War whether he 
proposed to rely on untrained horses to fill up the 
deficiency on mobilization. In the course of some re- 
marks the noble lord promised to do rp ing - in his 
power to help the Secretary of State and the War Office 
to make their scheme for the training of horses a success, 
but he particularly wanted to know whether the Secre- 
tary of State thought, putting on one side the number 
of horses that might be available in the country, that 
the present peace establishment of trained horses was 
adequate, supposing the Cavalry had to be mobilized at 
short notice. 

Lord GREVILLE, addressing the House for the first 
time, and speaking with 14 years’ experience in a 
Cavalry regiment, bore testimony to the mischief that 
untrained horses would do ina stampede. As an old 
Cavalry soldier, he did not think there was any use 
spending money on the trained Cavalry soldier if they 
were unable to give bin him a trained horse to take the 
field on. They might just as well keep him an Infantry 
soldier. 

Viscount HALDANE said the House owed a great deal 
to Lord Willoughby de Broke and Lord Greville for 
bringing this matter forward, because the subject of 
Army horses had for long been the least explored part 
of the whole of the not very deeply explored military 
organisation of the country. Our practice had been 
when we wanted horses on the outbreak of war to go 
and buy them wherever we could get them, and, of 
course, they were untrained. The War Office did the 
best they could. At length the gravity of the situation 
had been realized, and they set to work to consider what 
was the best thing to be done. They were only at the 
beginning of this business, a very difficult one. He 
entirely agreed that until the horses were trained the 
Cavalry could not be said to be properly efficient. At 
the present time the peace establishment of a Cavalry 
regiment was this:—With the regiment, 469 horses ; 
boarded-out, 473—total, 942. The war establishment 
was :—With the regiment, 434 ; at the base depot, 48— 
total 482. 

He agreed that the problem to be solved was that of 
the trained horses in the Cavalry. The numbers could 
be gat by means of the boarding-out system, but the 

roblem could only be solved by careful investigation 

y the best experts. A committee, composed of the best 
Cavalry soldiers in the country, was now sitting to con- 
sider, among other things, what training could be given 
to boarded-out horses in order to make them efficient. 
Every one now knew how wasteful it was to use horses 
under six years old, but our custom had been to use 
horses between four and five years old for war purposes. 
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This system was not followed on the Continent, and 
what, the War Office wanted to do was to train the 
horses as much as possible and to use them when they 
were six years old. The problem, however, was extra- 
ordinarily complicatad. The War Oftice hoped this year 
to complete the census of horses, but the difficulty in 
respect of the Cavalry was to get trained horses, and he 
expreseed a doubt whether the census would give much 
help to that end. He hoped that the committee would 
help them to come to some practical conclusions on the 
subject. 

The Eart of DonoucuMorg asked the noble viscount 
whether something could not be done to bring clearly 
to the public mind the fact that our Cavalry horses 
were as efficiently trained as they ought to be. He 
drew attention to a recent trial of efticiency carried out 
by French Cavalry in order to test whether the horses 
in the ranks were as efficient as they ought to be. In 
this competition various regimental parties, with their 
horses, were given 72 hours in which to cover 300 kilo- 
metres. "Out of the 27 parties c mpeting 23 parties car- 
ried out the trial, and there were but four failures. He 
suggested to the Secretary for War that a similar com- 
— should be instituted in this country to test the 

rses'in our Cavalry regiments. He had consulted 
some of his noble friends on the subject, and he had 
authority to say that a small sum of money would be 
fortheoming to reward those successful in the trial. 

The EArt of CLANWILLIAM said that as a Cavalry 
officer he could recall an incident where in the manceu- 
vres a Cavalry squadron accomplished 60 or 70 miles in 
a ‘day on reconnoitring work, and continued active 
operations on succeeding days. The initial difficulty of 
getting horses at all was at the root of the matter. The 
regiments were insufticiently horsed and the horses had 
a Geet deal too much work to do. 

he Ear of Errott said he was told a year or two 


ded manceuvres in Germany, France, and Austria, that 
the Cavalry in those countries were far better mounted 
than our own, and mounted either on English horses or 
their descendants. What actually happened was that 
in this country we only got what the foreigners would 
not take. He thought it would be a g»od thing if every 
Yeoman had a horse registered on which he could rely 
at the moment of mobilization. 

Viscount MipLeTon did not doubt that every effort 
was now being made by the War Office to overcome 
the difficulty which beset them in this matter, and he 
thought it was not sufficiently realized by some Cavalry 
otticers that the shortage of fers in the ordinary time 
of peace was not due to the parcimony of the War Office. 
Before the war, ofticers found it impossible to maintain 
as many horses as the War Office would have been glad 
to give. He hoped the noble Viscount would do all he 
possible could to enable a system to be set up by which 
a horse would be registered for every trooper, whether 
in the Regular Army or the Yeomanry, who would be 
mobilized, and that he would be able to find, outside 
the United Kingdom, but within British territory, where 
there was ample range and where he could secure the 
breed of horse that was desired for Army purp: ses, the 
supplies of h rses which would be required in time of 
war. 


Unexplained Deaths of Cattle. 


Mr. William Guild, farmer, Wardnook, Carmyllie, has 
had the misfortune to lose no less than six one-year-old 
cattle in forward condition. ‘The cause of death has not 
been ascertained, and Mr. Thomas Bell, v.s., Muirdrum, 
who was called in, has had specimens of the blood and 
carcase taken for examination. Other animals on Mr. 
Guild’s farm are also said to be displaying symptoms 


similar to those shown by the dead cattle when alive. 


ago by an Inspector-General of Cavalry who had atten- 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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REVIEW. 


THE STANDARD CyYcCLoPEDIA OF MODERN AGRICULTURE 
AND Rurat Economy. Edited by Prof. R. Parrick 
WRIGHT, F.H.A.S., F.R.S.E., vol. x1. Shr—Tri. (The 
Gresham Publishing Co., 34 and 35 Southampton 
Street, Strand, London). 


Commencing with an article upon the Shropshire 
sheep and terminating with one upon the Triassic 
system, the eleventh volume of the valuable cyclopedia 
presents an even greater variety in its subject-matter 
than is usual. Only a few of the subjects can be men- 
tioned ; and perhaps the most interesting of all to 
veterinary surgeons will be the long article upon the 
through-bred horse, written chiefly trom the point of 
view of the practical breeder, from the pen of Sir Walter 
Gilbey. 

Of the numerous articles upon subjects of more serious 
interest to the avriculturist, possibly the most import- 
ant are the long series upon soil and questions relating 
to it, including its bacteriology and geology, soil analysis, 
soil maps, and soil sampling. Other important articles 
are those upon the Silurian system, small holdings and 
the legislation concerning them, sprayers and spraying, 
stack building, starch values, steam cultivation and 
steam engines and apparatus, sterilization, the Stilton 
cheese, the stocking of farms, sulphur, and the more 
important sulphates, threshing and threshing machines, 
questions concerning tenancy, trespass, and timber—the 
last-named subject of course bxing extended to timber 
and tree-destroying fungi, the preservation, measure- 
ment, and valuation of timber, and the laws regard- 
ing it. 

The most important—with the exception of the one 
or two already mentioned—of the various breeds of 
domestic animals dealt with are the Suffolk horse, sheep, 
and pig, the Southdown, South Devon, and Swaledale 
sheep, the Sussex cattle and fowl, the Spanish fowl, the 
Tamworth pig, the Spaniel and Skye terrier, and the 
Toulouse goose. A good number of wild fauna of more 
or less agricultural importance—as the slug, snail, 
sparrow-hawk, starlinz, and stoat—are likewise in- 
cluded ; while some very important plants—notably the 
strawberry, the sugar cane and sugars, the Seya bean 
and its cake, the tomato, tea, and tobacco—also receive 
full consideration. : 

And, finally, without dwelling upon the variety of 
quite minor articles, we conclude by drawing special 
attention to one major one, viz., the comprehensive 
account of the pol wee vel of South Africa, written by 
no less an authority than Mr. F. B. Smith, Director of 
the Transvaal Department of Agriculture. Almost all 
readers will find this article very interesting ; those who 
are contemplating emigration will also find it extremely 


ble. 
W. RC. 


Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 


The annual distribution of prizes in connection with 
the closing for the session of the Royal (Dick) Veteri- 
nary College took place in the Lecture Room of the 
College, Clyde Street, Edinburgh, on Monday, May 15th. 
Mr. A. I. MacCallum, J.p., presided, and those present 
included Principal Dewar, and Councillors Rawson and 
M‘Carthy. The Chairman congratulated the staff and 
the students on their successful session. He hoped that 
they would get their diploma this week, and that they 
would go out into the world upholding the reputation 
of their alma mater. He counselled them that no 
matter what sort of a case they might be engaged in 
they should see to it that it was properly carried 


through, no matter how paltry was the case. “ Never 
go into the witness-box,” he concluded, “and say a 
thing is an accident when it has been wilfully, done.” 

Jouncillor Rawson, after presenting the prizes, said 
that the position of the College to-day was certainly 
better than it was a year ago, and there was nothing to 
prevent its future success, especially when they, got into 
the new veterinary College. The financial position of 
the Colleze, which the older students must have known 
was not in an altogether comfortable state, was now in 
a most flourishing condition. It paid its way and.ever 
penny of its debt. This spoke well for those who h 
done so much for it, and no one more than he who was 
that day presiding over them. (Applause.) He had 
never met aman yet who had spent the whole of his 
life’s savings for the hobby of the Dik College, as: Mr. 
MacCallum had done. (Applause.) Mr. MacCallum 
had not received that recognition of his work that he 
should have had, and he (Councillor Rawson) regretted 
that in many cases he had seen very little done by indi- 
viduals who had had honours showered upon them. 
Mr. MacCallum had gone about his work in a very 
humble way, and he was sure the students would appre- 
ciate that all the more. The College had struck a vein 
of luck in the fact that the Town Council have had the 
wisdom of retaining in their midst the Dick Veterinary 
College, and had granted a sum of £300, while the 
Education Department had doubled that sum. There- 
fore, there was no doubt regarding the stability of the 
College, and he did not think there was much regar«tin « 
its future success. The subscriptions towards,the new 
building amounted to £19,446. The Government would 
double that sum, but they still required £5,553. . That 
money must be got. It would also be of interest to the 
younger students that it would not be long before a 
degree would be given in the University of Edinburgh. 
—Edinhurgh Evening News. 


Testimonial to Principal Dewar. 


The Committee desire to acknowledge receipt of the 
following subscriptions to testimonial fund from, Messrs. 


G. Rutherford, Forres 


W. L. Jelbart, Capt. a.v.s. 1.0.0 
D. Crabb, Aberdour 1 0.0 
W. E. Ison, Atherston 1.1.0 
J. Caldwell, Spilsby 1 1-0 
Sir John M‘Fadyean. London 2.2 0 
J.R. A. Jones, Gloucester - 10 6 
H. W. Robson, Laurencekirk 1 to 
C. R. Chadwick, Falkirk 10.0. 
J. Peddie, Dundee 10 6 
G. J. Banham, Cambridge 10 6 
Scottish Live Stock Insurance Co. 110 
A. Barr, Watford 10 6 
E. O'Neill, Hockley 10 6 
L. McLaren, Brechin lL 1.0 
W. R. Watson, Aberchirder 10 6 
W. Harris, Lc.v.p., Dacca, Assam 10 6 
Amount previously acknowledged 29.17..6 


£43 18 6 


Jas. ANpERsoN, Jon. See. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


Communications for the Editors to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, London, $.W. 
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Personal, 


Mr. Watrer Burt, junr., F.R.c.v.s., had a fortunate 
escape from what might have proved a serious accident 
on the Brighton front the ane afternoon. He was 
driving a horse and trap along the King’s Road, and in 
trying to pass between a van which was going in the 
same direction and a Victoria which was coming to- 
wards him, one of the wheels of Mr. Burt’s trap collided 
with the Victoria, with the result that the former vehicle 
was overturned. Mr. Burt and his coachman were both 
thrown out into the road, but fortunately escaped with 
nothing more serious than a shaking. 


Mr. W. Granam GILLaM, M.R.C.Vv.8., of Minehead, was 
one of the judges at the harness-horse parade held at 
Weston-super-Mare on Thursday, May 10th. 


Mr. H. DarwELL, M.B.c.v.S., has been elected 
Chairman of the Northwich Urban Council] for the 
Coronation year. 


OBITUARY. 


Micnaet Yates Lees, M.B.c.v.s., Pershore. 
Graduated, Glas : July, 1881. 


Mr. Yates died at Avenue House, Pershore. Worces- 
tershire, on April 10th, from phthysis, after about a 
year’s illness. Aged 54 years. 


Mrs. F. Burakeway.—On Saturday. April 29, at Rec- 
tory Road, Oldswinford, there passed away at the age 
of 81 Mrs. Blakeway, widow of the late Mr. Francis 
Blakeway, for many years veterinary surgeon of this 
town, and whose business is now carried on by Mr. 
Mr. James Blakeway, his son. Mr. F. Blakeway retired 
from business about 30 vears ago, and went to live at 
his native place, Chaddesley Corbett, where the family 
can be traced for more than 500 years, indeed, the 
family vault in which Mrs. Blakeway has now been 
interred bears the name of Blakeway in the early years 
of 1500. On the death of her husband some 20 years 
or so ago, Mrs. Blakeway took up her residence at Old- 
swinford, where she took a deep interest in the welfare 
of the poor. The funeral was at the Parish Church, 
Chaddesley Corbett, on Wednesday, May 3rd, the 
mourners being Messrs. James Blakeway, A. Blakeway, 
John Blakeway, and Mr. John Yardley (nephew). Tnere 
were a number of beautiful floral tributes, including one 
from poor people of Oldswinford, who were for many 
years in receipt of her help, some having had for more 
than 20 years Christmas boxes from her.—7he County 
Express. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


CASTRATION—COMBINED LIGATURE AND 
HOT IRON. 
Sir, 

The season being now in full swing, a few remarks on 
the time worn subject of castration may be opportane. 

My object is (1) to draw attention to a simple, reliable, 
and most surgical method of procedure, which has given 
me every satisfaction for a number of years ; (2) to discover, 
if possible, to what extent it is adopted by the profession 

This note is suggested by a short article I have just read 
on the ‘Castration of Colts by the Ligature Method,”’ 
from the pen of Prof. Woodruff in 7'he Journal of Compara- 
tive Pathology, vol. xiv. 

Here a silk ligature was applied to the whole cord, or to 
the anterior portion of it; in the above method the artery 
alone is ligatured with catgut. Tbe latter is sterilised in 
alcohol and stored in glass tubes in 12in. or 1in. lengths. 

Modus operandi, The colt or stallion is cast on the left 


side, the upper hind leg being drawn well forward, and the 
rope round the pastern of the under leg being partly fixed. 
After the usual preliminaries the testicle is released and 
the cord is fixed in the clams. I prefer Wallis Hoare's. 
The cord is now quickly severed from behind forwards with 
a sharp red hot iron, the clams are relaxed a little to locate 
the spermatic artery, the latter is then seized with a strong 
pair of artery forceps, drawn out }in. and ligatured, care 
being taken not to cut through the coats of the vessel. 

Very occasionally it is desirable to treat a second, and 
even @ third vessel in the vascular portion of the cord in 
the same way, more especially in adult animals. If the 
iron is used like a knife, the destruction of tissue at the end 
of the spermatic cord is reduced to a minimum, the wound 
heals quickly, and comparatively little swelling, discharge, 
or stiffness occurs. 

I was first led to adopt the combined method in India in 
the case of Arabs and country-breds castrated on account 
of their masturbating propensities. In these animals the 
spermatic cord was almost invariably flabby, swollen, and 
almost gelatinous in appearance, the arteries had lost their 
contractile power, and the actual cautery often failed to 
arrest the hemorrhage. Here ligation of the artery or 
arteries proved effective, and saved a good deal of time. 

Like other practitioners, I have practised the standing 
operation for several years, whilst other methods have 
received a trial, only to return to the old favourite plan. 

The pr judice which exists in regard to ligature of the 
whole or a portion of the cord is difficult to understand. I 
have castrated large numbers of calves and bulls, together 
with a few dogs, in this way without a mishap, merely cut- 
ting through the posterior portion of the cord and ligaturing 
the vascular portion. For good sized bulls it is well to use 
l4in. lengths of catgut and to apply two ligatures to each 
cord. 

No case of secondary bleeding has occurred from slipping 
of the ligature or other cause in any animal.—Yours truly, 

ArnswortH WILson. 
[ The foregiag letter has been unavoidably held over.} 


CASTING. 
Sir, 

Apropos of the question of casting, it may be of interest 
to you to learn how we view the n atter in the States. 

Prof. Liautard. who filled the chair of surgery for many 
years in the American Veterinary College of New York, 
used to tell us toalways have at least five assistants. Thirty 
years of active surgical practice involving much casting has 
made some things stand out very clearly to me in this 
matter. Early in my career it became evident to me that 
most of the cases of broken back occurred to operators 
who prided themselves in securing @ horse so wel! that he 
could not struggle with his legs, as a consequence he 
arches his back until fracture occurs. 

It is axiomatic with me to leave at least one ‘‘ loose 
leg’’ if the operation permits it, and I have never broken a 
back, or injured a patient in casting: as long as the patient 
can use his legs he won't strain his back. 

To illustrate my meaning: if the horse is to be cast fora 
poll-evil operation, I should throw him on the near side 
and take up the off hind leg loosely with a side line as 
though I intended to perform @ normal castration. 

The more freedom of motion the better, provided he is 
so secured as to make the operation practicable and relieve 
the attendants from risk of injury. 

A good man at the head, sufficient ‘ beef'’ on the rope 
to put the patient down readily, and a man who places his 
feet against the dorso lumbar region and extends the tail, 
to prevent, as far as possible, any undue flexion of the 
back are all that are needed, and the rest are in the way. 

Before putting the patient down I always tell the owner. 
in the presence of a witness, that while I anticipate no 
trouble there is a possibility of accldent from casting, ond 
that if he does not care to assume’ the risk he can obviate it 
by declining to let the proceedings go farther.—Very truly, 

Tuos. B. Rooens, D.v.s. 
President of V.M.A. of N.J. 
Woodbury. New Jersey, U.S.A. 
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